
OLYMPIC GAMES SPEECH 
 

THE HOPE OF PEACE 

"I call upon all nations to observe the Olympic Truce. I am convinced that in this observance, and 
by working with the International Olympic Committee to promote the Olympic Ideal, we will draw 
the world’s attention to what humanity can achieve in the name of international understanding."   

Kofi A. Annan,United Nations Secretary General, February 1998. 

 
 
It is up to each individual to decide what Olympism and the Olympic Games mean to them, but the 
fundamental values of Olympism have the same meaning for every human being hoping to fulfill 
their ambitions and to build a better world, based on peace.  
 
The Olympic Games, is a major international event featuring summer and winter sports, in which 
thousands of athletes participate in a variety of competitions. The Olympic Games begun at 
Olympia in Greece in 776 BC. The games were staged in the wooded valley of Olympia in Elis. 
Scholars have speculated that the games in 776 BC were not the first games, but rather the first 
games held after they were organized into festivals held every four years as a result of a peace 
agreement between the city-states of Elis and Pisa. The Olympic Games have come to be 
regarded as the world’s largest sports competition where more than 200 nations participate. 
 
The Games are currently held every two years, with Summer and Winter Olympic Games 
alternating, although they occur every four years within their respective seasonal games. 
 
The Olympic Games program consists of 35 sports, 30 disciplines and nearly 400 events. The host 
city for an Olympic Games is usually chosen seven years ahead of their celebration. By 2016, the 
Olympic Games will have been hosted by 44 cities in 23 countries. With the 2012 Games 
scheduled to take place in London, the British capital will hold the distinction of hosting the modern 
Games three times, more than any other city. There are many positive aspects of Olympic Games: 
 

- Business opportunities for companies: firms are involved in supplying everything from 
construction to manufacturing, catering to merchandise. During the Olympic Games in 
Sidney over 55.000 people received employment related training. 

- Boost to tourism - The tourist industry won't just boom during the four weeks that the 
Olympic games actually take place, but for months and years before and after the event.  

- Affordable housing -  
Olympic Villages, will provide market and affordable housing units after the Games are 
complete. 

- Global promotional exposure - Analysts have concluded that, as host of the 2000 
Olympics, Sydney received $6 billion in free publicity 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympic_sports


- Olympic Games brings together people from all around the world, promoting different 
cultures and healthy life style, especially among young people trough the work of 
Commission for Culture and a Olympic education 

 
 

PARALYMPICS  
 

1) PARALYMPIC GAMES ARE DISCRIMINATION 
 

Paralympics games emphasize the participants' disability rather than their athletic achievements. 
Guardian poll in Britain: Almost two-thirds of disabled people want the Paralympics scrapped and 
merged with the Olympics. Support for such a move is backed by 65% of disabled people and 62% 
of parents of disabled children, according to a poll for the charity Scope. More than half of all 
Britons polled, including those without disabilities, said combining the Olympics and Paralympics 
would help disabled athletes to be taken more seriously and improve society's views about 
disabled people.  
 

2) PARALYMPICS AND PUBLIC IMPACT 
 

The poll, also found that 42% of disabled people did not believe the Paralympics had a positive 
impact on public perceptions of disability. There are many reasons for these results, but on of it 
could be that The Paralympics Games have been damaged by cheating scandals. After the 2000 
Sydney Games, a Spanish basketball player alleged that several members of the gold-medal 
winning Spanish basketball intellectually disabled (ID) team were not disabled. After this scandal, 
Paralympics rapidly lost their reputation in the world, because people were misusing disabilities. 
CBC conducted a survey on question “Will you be watching Paralympics this year?” Only 16, 9 % 
answer with yes. It is clear that Paralympics are under the shadow of the Olympic Games. Money 
spent on Paralympics could be used much better in order to improve social status of people with 
disabilities and producing jobs for them. That is the only way to help people with disabilities and to 
help them to be equal in rights and opportunities.   
 
 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/disability
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000_Summer_Paralympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000_Summer_Paralympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain_at_the_Paralympic_Games

