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BEST ORATORS SELECTED IN BIH 

From December 6th to December 8th 2013 Centre of Cultivating Dialogue organized training about peer 

violence and competition in oratorical skills. Participants of the training were high school students and their 

teachers from across the country. Through a series of workshops as part of the training they have acquired 

the basic knowledge that will help them become active participants in the fight against peer violence in local 

communities from which they come. An important feature of the training was the use of non-formal education 

as a primary mode of knowledge transmission and improving communication and collaboration. 

The activity brought together high school students and high school teachers from Banja Luka, Brčko, Ilijaš, 

East Sarajevo, Kakanj, Mostar, Pale, Prijedor, Sarajevo, Srebrenik, Srbac, Tuzla and Zenica. Youth from 

across the country got the opportunity to use debate methodology to draw attention to the problem of bullying 

and point out the importance of cooperation between all interested parties from both entities in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina to overcome the problem of bullying. The aim of the training was to promote positive peer 

influence. We witness that media texts, most often, report only on peer violence, and not about activities that 

promote a positive work of young people. Therefore, young people, are often perceived only as bullies and 

their positive work is being ignored or devalued. The three-day training on peer violence aimed to show the 

public that young people can create positive peer influence, which is the best methodology to solve the 

problem of bullying. 

Given that CCD’s sixteen-year practice with young people from across the country showed that the debaters 

prepare better if they compete against other peers (which allows them to directly verify the results of their 

work) – CCD organized as part of peer violence training a competition. Competition was related to the terms: 

peer violence, prevention, social reintegration, recidivism, juvenile delinquency, juvenile prison, correctional 

institutions, punishment, extracurricular activities, the Law on the Protection and treatment of Children and 

juveniles in criminal proceedings. Debaters had a task to present five-minute speeches about preset terms 

and to demonstrate the results of months of research and preparation. Semifinal and final debates were held 

on the following terms: a victim, suffering and support. Debaters got these terms a few minutes before the 

speech, so that the judges had the opportunity to test their readiness, but also the skills of quick and logical 

thinking. After each five-minute speech all debaters were cross-examined by judges.  

Judges asked questions related to speeches and tried to get the debaters as precise answers as possible on 

the terms debater did not explain well during the speech. Judges used cross examination also to check the 

way the debater thinks and manages difficult situations. After three qualifying rounds and the uncertainty of 

the semi-final and final debate, three best orators and promoters of the fight against bullying in BiH were: Ana 

Čavarkapa, student in Gimnazija Istočna Ilidža; Kanita Krdžalić and Amra Mahmutović, students in Behram-

begova medresa Tuzla. 
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The product of a three-day training on peer violence is an amateur promotional video against bullying 

(directing, choreography, music, text and singing performed by young people from across the country). Are 

you interested in what kind of message young people from Bosnia and Herzegovina send on the importance 

of joint fight against bullying? Then we suggest that you look at the promotional video: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7JBg3dZ6Ag&feature=youtu.be 

Physical force is never the answer to a problem, and training through a series of activities sought to point out 

that there are numerous ways in which a particular problem can be solved. Any problem can be solved if 

there is an open, equitable and reasoned dialogue between all interested parties. Conversation is the basis 

for the recognition of each problem, and the argument is a way to resolve it. Power of argument can defeat 

the power of physical force, through joint and continuous preventive actions created by young people from 

across the country.                    


