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REPORT: Demo Debate and Debate Education „Public Debate in Local Community“ –  
GIMNAZIJA BANJA LUKA 

Name of event: Demo Debate and Debate Education „Public Debate in Local Community“ 
Date(s) of event: October 18th 2013 
Location of event: Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Activities (training, seminar, tournament, etc):  
Number of participants: 58 
Background of participants (type of school, age, ethnic background (if relevant) etc):  

- Teachers and students from Gimnazija Banja Luka 
- Teachers and students from KŠC Banja Luka 
- Representatives of government institutions: Pedagogical institute of RS, Ministry of Education and 

Culture of RS  
- Media representatives: Radio Televizija Republike Srpske, Glas Srpske 

Motions/topics/focus: Education should be a priority and basic motive of BiH in European integrations. 
Describe what happened/what the participants did in a bit more detail:  
Debaters from Gimnazija Banja Luka presented the audience KPP debate format through the topic 
„Education should be a priority and basic motive of BiH in European integrations.“ During the debate, the 
basic structure of the argument was presented, in order for participants to understand the difference between 
the argument and personal opinion, which was organized after the debate. Teacher Branka Kukić presented 
the basic structure of the argument: claim, grounds, and warrant. After the presentation of the structure, the 
difference between an argument and a personal opinion was presented. It was stated that it is not allowed to 
use personal opinion in the debate and that each claim must be clearly explained and supported. During the 
discussion about the debate and topic, it was noticed that most of the participants do not state the 
support/corroboration for the attitude they claim. This is why it was stressed that research conducted before 
the debate was essential, because there is no well prepared debate without proper and thorough research. 
Ms. Kukić said that in the debate only the basic structure of the argument was used, and that Toulmin's 
model of the argument will be used in the next debate, planned for the next semester. This model is more 
complex to create, and it is harder to rebuttal in regard to the argument which only consists of: claim, grounds 
and warrant. Representatives of government institutions stated that the debate should become one of the 
basic extracurricular activities, and that it should become a regular subject in schools because it teaches 
young people critical thinking and analysis of the generally accepted attitudes.  
Remarkable things (quotes, publicity of the event, impact on participants or public, reception, etc):  
Representatives of government institutions proposed the continuation of cooperation through organization of 
public debates in schools for all students and teachers, with objective to promote the debate as a tool of 
informal education, which can be introduced in classed and it can be used for easier adoption of knowledge. 
The participants proposed that Toulmin's model should be used in the next debate in order to be introduced 
with the more complex structure of the argument, which can help debaters and all others to create arguments 
that are hard to refute. 
Lessons learned (if any): Participants were introduced to the basic rules of KPP debate format, as well as 
basic structure of the argument. 
Please add 1-3 pictures of the event to the email.  
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Please provide a link to any video material or photo albums of the event.  
https://plus.google.com/photos/113541358515683056572/albums/5938393329005904417?authkey=CO
Peg8Wl-fbNMA 

https://plus.google.com/photos/113541358515683056572/albums/5938393329005904417?authkey=COPeg8Wl-fbNMA
https://plus.google.com/photos/113541358515683056572/albums/5938393329005904417?authkey=COPeg8Wl-fbNMA

