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This year IDEA member the Center of Cultivating Dialogue (CCD) celebrates 15 years of promoting debate and

dialogue in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

CCD launched their debate program in 1997 with the aim of creating permanent positive changes for young people in

the then war-torn country.

Founded at a time when political, ethnic and geographical divisions in Bosnia and Herzegovina were pronounced,

CCD brought a unique a-political approach to the problems faced and aimed to break prejudice and connect

separated parts of the country.

Although the team faced numerous challenges in proving that debate and a politically impartial approach could make

a positive impact when they first started, a core group of enthusiasts stood by the idea that debate could make a

difference and have successfully built partnerships with schools, funders and organizations to increase the impact of

their work.

Fifteen years later, over 30,000 people from all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina and worldwide have participated in

debate activities and CCD have implemented over 90 projects including seminars, public debates, TV shows and

competitions, such as the 2009 IDEA Youth Forum.

In 2013 the organization is celebrating its 15th anniversary through the project Debate and culture of dialogue in BiH

– 15 years later – Illusion or real choice on BiH's path to European Integration. The aim of the project is to promote

debate and a culture of dialogue to a wider public, in order to raise awareness about it importance in relation to the

EU integration process.

As part of the project, the organization has recently launched Debatology – the first internet debating page in Bosnia

and Herzegovina – in partnership with STUDOMAT.ba, the largest student forum in the country.

For more information visit: www.ckdbih.com

The team at IDEA are delighted to work with CCD and we wish them all the best for 2013 and the future.
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